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Winter Sports 

By Jack Cannizzaro 
When the temperatures drop, it's 
the perfect time for snow and ice.  
There are many fun hobbies that 
people do in the snow, but there 
are also many sporting events 
people like to do in the winter 
weather.  These sporting events 
include snowboarding, skiing, ice 
skating, hockey, snow tubing, 
dog sledding, speed skating, 
skiing, biking, and many more.  
The Winter Olympic Games is an 
event that recognizes those 
sports by turning them into their 

own olympic games. 
Snowboarding and skiing are 
some of the two most popular 
snow events.  Snowboarding is a 
sport that requires a board that 
looks like a skateboard without 
wheels.  You strap your feet to 
the board so you don’t fall off 
while in mid air.  Once you find a 
hill that is perfect for you, you 
can go down the hill in a 
skateboarding motion.  Some 
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Celebrity Birthdays in January 
By: Beatrice Diaz 
 
Mel Gibson January 3 
Bradley Cooper January 5 
Orlando Bloom January 13 
Jason Bateman January 14 
L L Cool J January 14 
Jim Carrey January 17 
Alicia Keys January 25 
 
Useless Facts: New Year’s Edition 
By Melissa Nudelman 
 
Look at that, the numbers on the 
calendar just went up by 1! Hurray! Now 
we party! The question is, why? Why do 
we celebrate New Year’s? Learn the 
answer to this and even more useless 
questions in the January edition of 
Useless Facts. 

The Crafters Club 
By Julian N. 
Today we are officially starting 
the series. Last month it was 
mostly an introduction to the 
series, where we mostly talked 
about what Minecraft is and 
how you can get it. 
 
So, one thing to know about 
this series is in Minecraft you 
have 10 hearts, but each half 
heart is counted as one heart, 
and we are going to count the 
health the same exact same 
thing in this series, so a player 
has 20 hearts. 
 
Have you ever gone to a village in 
Minecraft and “accidentally” hit a 
villager and the village iron golem 
comes after you and you have 
nowhere to flee? Then, build up to 
four blocks high so the iron golem 
can’t reach you but, you can still 
attack it. Now that we’re on the 
topic of villagers and villages, I 
recommend trading with the 
armorer. I personally enjoy 
trading with the armorer because 
of the reason that he trades 1 
emerald for 15 pieces of coal. 
Also, if you like fighting zombies 
then, there is a villager for you. 
The cleric will give you 1 emerald 
for 32 pieces of rotten flesh. And 
I don’t recommend the 
leatherworker because he gives 1 
emerald for 6 pieces of leather 
and he can have a leather chest 
plate to trade for and it will cost 7 



professionals like to do some 
crazy stunts with funny names.  
Some include the elbow carve, 
the andrect, and the backside 
180 rewind.  There are many 
snowboarding mountains that go 
really high, like Meije, which has 
a height of 13,071 feet. 

Another downhill winter 
sport I mentioned earlier is 
skiing.  Unlike snowboarding, 
skiing requires not one but two 
boards.  You strap them to your 
feet, but then after that you grab 
two ski poles that are used to 
balance your weight while you 
are skiing.  Like snowboarding, 
but you take your two items and 
you ski down a ski slope.  Unlike 
snowboarding, you don't go down 
a hill, you go down a ski slope.  A 
really local one is right by the 
new American Dream Mall or 
Metlife Stadium.  It's a long, red 
tube looking thing that people go 
skiing down. 

For these sports you 
might consider wearing 
protective gear like the guy 
above.  Snow and winter sports 
are very underrated and I believe 
more people should give it a 
shot. 

 
New Years Traditions 
By Johy Z. 
 
What do some people do on New 
Years day? 
People may party, just watch the 
count down, or do nothing.  
Some people do different things. 
For example, people eat exactly 
12 grapes at midnight. This 

 
Fact 1: January is named after… well.. 
The god of doors. Not necessarily the 
door you open in front of your house, 
though. This god’s name is Janus, and 
he actually is just the god of starts and 
ends. Kind of like the Ghost of Christmas 
Past. 
 
Fact 2 (not really a fact): Let’s say you 
got a 1-year subscription of something on 
February 29th, 2020. It could be 
anything, a newsletter, a membership, 
etc. Since the 29th of February only 
occurs every 4 years, that means that… 
you can have that membership for four 
years! So if it were to be 10 dollars per 
year, you could get $40 worth of your 
subscription for only $10. I don’t think 
most sites or products would allow you to 
do that and would either cancel it the day 
before or after. And yes, I know this fact 
is about February, but it occurs during 
2020 so it still counts. 
 
Fact 3: Back then, the reason for 
celebrating New Year’s wasn’t much 
different than it is today. We celebrate it 
to welcome a new year and try to make it 
better than the last one. That’s what the 
Greeks did, too. This fact may not be as 
useless as the others, but I myself 
wouldn’t consider it useful either. 
 
Fact 4: The original Roman calendar 
didn’t start in January. It started in March, 
and there were only 10 months. February 
and January were added later. There’s 
really no other reason why the Romans 
did that other than because they 
calculated it wrong. They weren’t evil, 
they were just not smart. 
  

  
What’s Next For Fantastic Beasts? 
By Oliver J. 
This series has two movies and goes 
back in time. It’s kind of a sequel to Harry 
Potter, but it’s about Newt and 

emeralds. 7 emeralds multiplied 
by 6 equals 42. So, it would take 
42 pieces of leather to get a 
leather chest plate from a 
leatherworker and only 8 pieces if 
you do it on a crafting table. If a 
zombie bites a villager it becomes 
a zombie villager but, don’t worry 
you can still trade with it. If you 
want to cure a zombie villager 
you need to give it a golden apple 
and a splash potion of healing. 
Then, it will have advanced 
trades, and if you play on 
Windows 10, Mac, or Linux, the 
cured villager will tell other 
villagers would you did, causing 
the other villagers to possibly give 
you discounts.  
 
Thank you for reading my article 
and I hope you enjoy “The 
Crafters Club series”. I hope you 
like this series so far and I will 
see you next month. For the topic 
of “Fighting Tips.” Thanks for 
reading, you won’t regret it! 
 

January 2020  
Student of the Month 

Sergio Vazquez 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



tradition comes from Spain. Also, 
people exchanged eggs since 
they resemble fertility. New 
Years folk tales also exists. Like 
how some say that the old year 
goes like a lion and how the new 
year will come in like a lamb. No 
matter how you celebrate the 
new year, we hope it is most 
enjoyable!  

 
Winter and Christmas 
Traditions 
By Jack Cannizzaro 
Christmas, which is my favorite 
holiday.  You can probably think 
of many things to do during the 
Christmas season, but there are 
way more things to do than you 
think.  Some of these traditions 
include making a gingerbread 
house, building a snowman, 
drinking hot cocoa, cutting down 
a Christmas tree, watching 
Christmas movies, exchanging 
gifts, mailing Christmas cards, 
baking holiday cookies, and 
looking for your elf each morning 
of December. 
 
Do you like gingerbread?  
Maybe, maybe not.  Well, during 
the holiday season people 
around the globe like to buy a set 
to build a gingerbread house.  
First, you either glue the walls of 
gingerbread together, or you can 
use the frosting to stick them 
together if you want to eat it after 
you are finished.  Then, you stick 
little candy pieces to the 
gingerbread house to make it like 
it is a house.  Finally, if you used 
the frosting you can enjoy your 
house with your family.  Be sure 
to drink some hot cocoa with that 
to give it the Christmasy feeling. 
You might have your tree up 
already waiting for December 25 

Dumbledore. The villain for this is 
Grindelwald. It’s before Harry Potter was 
born. In my opinion, I liked both of the 
movies. The series is planned to have 5 
films. The third movie is scheduled for 
release on November 12th, 2021. It will 
take place in the 1930s. We do not know 
much about this film, but I’m still excited 
for it. I hope you’re excited for it too. I 
recommend reading/watching Harry 
Potter and watching the Fantastic Beasts 
films. Thank you for reading my article. 
 
Animal of the Month of January is the 
Dragon fly  
by Dean Mahbub 

 
A dragonfly is an insect belonging to the 
order Odonata, infraorder Anisoptera . 
Adult dragonflies are characterized by 
large, multifaceted eyes, two pairs of 
strong, transparent wings, sometimes 
with coloured patches, and an elongated 
body.  Loss of wetland habitat threatens 
dragonfly populations around the world. 
Dragonflies are represented in human 
culture on artifacts such as pottery, rock 
paintings, and Art Nouveau jewelry. They 
are used in traditional medicine in Japan 
and China, and caught for food in 
Indonesia. They are symbols of courage, 
strength, and happiness in Japan, but 
seen as sinister in European folklore. 
Their bright colours and agile flight are 
admired in the poetry of Lord Tennyson 
and the prose of H. E. Bates. 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Autumn Hutchison 
Why was there no school on 
Jan 21,2019?  
The reason is we celebrated 
Martin Luther King JR  day. 
This day is always celebrated 
on the third Monday in January. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was  a 
civil rights leader that was 
assassinated in 1968  He had a 
vision of unity among us all. His 
Famous words where, “I Have 
A DREAM” 
 “The time is always right to do 
what is right”. 
 Many of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Quotes and Phrases have 
inspired us to this day. 
 
QUICK FACTS 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
January 15, 1929 - April 4, 
1968 
OCCUPATION 
Minister, Civil Rights Activist 
DID YOU KNOW? 
Martin Luther King Jr. changed 
his name from Michael to 
Martin after his father adopted 
the name Martin in honor of 
the Protestant leader Martin 
Luther. 
 
EDUCATION 
Crozer Theological Seminary, 
Morehouse College, Boston 
University 
PLACE OF BIRTH 
Atlanta, Georgia 
PLACE OF DEATH 
Memphis, Tennessee 
 
For more information on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Please visit 
biography.com. 



to come.  Some families like to 
go out to a Christmas tree farm 
and cut down the tree they think 
is best.  If you’re like my family, 
you buy a fake one.  After doing 
this, you might want to sit in the 
living room listen to some holiday 
tunes and decorate your tree with 
all the ornaments you want that 
you collect from all over.  Along 
with this, you might find your Elf 
on the Shelf straight from the 
North Pole in your tree on some 
days of the holiday season. 
Baking holiday cookies and 
drinking the most traditional drink 
(hot chocolate) for Christmas 
while watching holiday movies is 
probably a dream day for many 
people.  Sugar cookies are my 
most recommended, although if 
you give Santa nuts in your 
cookies, he will throw them out.  
Use this to heat up after you go 
outside and build a snowman, 
and have the time of your winter 
building snow forts, doing 
snowball fights, sledding down 
the snowiest steepest hill in your 
neighborhood.  As you can see 
Christmas has lots of facts that I 
can tell you about…  But there 
are too many of them.  Merry 
Christmas to all and to all a good 
night! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

New Year’s Advice 
By: Mikaela-Felice Aranez 
January is the month that begins the new 
year. You can prepare for the New 
Year’s day by cleaning your closet or 
cleaning in general. Another way to start 
might be planning what you want to 
achieve for the new year. Maybe you 
could even make a list of the things you 
accomplish or learned that year so you'll 
carry it with you throughout the years.  
Source: 
https://advicefromatwentysomething.com/5-
ways-prep-for-the-new-year/ 
 
 

 


